NCA 
VOC FOR 1OP/FN 
BACKGROUNDER 1-0774 MAY 13, 1976 
ANITA CHAPHAN 
WOMEN: BIG STEP ON A LONG ROAD 

ANNCR: 

THE BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS HAS ISSUED ANOTHER OF ITS 
VOLUMINOUS REPORTS O18 THE CONDITION OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 
THE SEGMENT STUDIED THES THE 1S WOMEN. WITH SOME HIGHLIGHTS 
OF THE REPORT, HERE IS VOA'S AHITA CHAPMAN: 
VOICE: 

THESE REPORTS ARE FILLED WITH QUOTABLE STATISTICS, FIGURES 
WETH WHICH WE CAN DETERMINE WHETHER OUR OWN PARTICULAR OPINIONS 
ARE MYTHS OR BASED Qh FACT. THE STUDY WAS UNDERTAKEN AS PART OF 
THE GENERAL AMERICAN OBSERVANCE OF THE YEAR OF THE WOMAN, THAT 
CLOSED LAST DECEMBER BUT HAS MERGED INTO THE “DECADE OF THE WOMAN" 
REQUESTED BY DELEGATES TO THE LiiTERHATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 
IN MEXICO, 

ONE THING WE KNOW WITHOUT THE REPORT: THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
IN AMERICA HAS CHANGED RATHER DRAMATICALLY IN THE FOUR DECADES 
NDER STUDY. THE REPORT CONFIRMS PROGRESS IN THE DIRECTION OF 
GREATER FREEDOM TO WORK, TO GO TO COLLEGE, AND TO ENTER THE 
MALE-DOMINATED FLELO OF POLITICS. AND TT GIVES US SOME 
INTERESTING STATISTICS, IN NINETEEN-FIFTY ONLY SIXTY-SIX WOMEN 
COMPLETED COLLEGE FOR EVERY ONE HUNDRED MEN, LAST YEAR THE 
FIGURE WAS SEVENTY~SEVEN. IN NINETEEN-FIFTY ONLY TEN PER CENT 
OF DOCTORATES WERE EARNED BY WOHEN AS AGAINST A CURRENT SIXTEEN 
PER CENT. IN THE SAME PERIOD THE NUMBER OF WOMEN STUDYING IN 
TRADITIONAL MEN'S FIELOS, SUCH AS ENGINEERING, ROSE STEADILY. 
SO OVERALL, THERE IS PROGRESS IN THE EDUCATIONAL FIELO. AND THAT 
IN TURN HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IN ENABLING WOMEN TO GET vOBS. 

BUT HOW MANY MORE WOHEN HAVE GAINED EMPLOYMENT 1S THE 


STARTLING FACT: IN THE LAST TWENTY-FIVE YEARS THE NUMBER OF 
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WORKING WOMEN HAS DOUBLED, THERE ARE NOW THIRTY-FIVE MILLION 
AMERICAN WOMEN IN PART OR FULL-TIIE PAID JO3S. AND THIS I$ 
EXPECTED TO RISE ANOTHER TWENTY PER CENT 8Y NINETEEN NINETY. 
BUT NOW COMES AN IMPORTAHT NEGATIVE IN THE REPORT. ON 
THE AVERAGE, THESE EMPLOYED WOMEN ARE MAKING ONLY A LITTLE 
MORE THAN HALF THE SALARY OF WORKIHG MEN. THE FIGURES SHOW 
THEY ARE CONCENTRATED PRINCIPALLY Iit THREE FIELDS THAT PAY ONLY 
MODERATE WAGES: CLERICAL WORK, MACHINE OPERATION, AND SERVICE 
WORK. THE WELL-~PAIO PROFESSIONAL WOMAN IS STILL THE EXCEPTION. 
Ti POLITICS WOMEN ARE GAINING MOMENTUM. THREE YEARS AGO 
THIRTY-TWO WOMEN RAN FOR CONGRESS; SIXTEEN WERE ELECTED. LAST 
YEAR FORTY-FOUR ENTERED CONGRESSIONAL RACES AND EIGHTEEN WON. 
ON THE STATE LEVEL, ALMOST FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY WOMEN WERE 
VOTED INTG OFFICE THREE YEARS AGG, AND ALMOST SIX HUNDRED 
LAST YEAR. 
WOMEN ARE LIVING LONGER THAN MEN, ACCORDING TO THE STUDY, 
BUT THEY HAVE A HIGHER INCIDENCE OF HEALTH PROGLEMS THAN MEN, 
THESE, HOWEVER, APPEAR TO BE MORE MAHMAGEADLE PROBLEMS THAN THOSE 
SUFFERED BY HEN, WHO DIE SUDDENLY WITH MUCH GREATER FREQUENCY 
AND ARE SUBJECT TO MORE DEGE.JERATIVE DISEASES. 
SO THE PICTURE EMERGES OF GENUINE PROGRESS FOR WOMEN IN 
THE FIELDS OF POLITICS, EDUCATION, LOHGEVITY, AND FREEDOM TO 
WORK. BUT PROGRESS HAS YIELDES, IN THE WORDS OF THE REPORT, 
A GREATER RECOGNITION OF THE NEED TO INTEGRATE WOMEN EVEN MORE 
FULLY INTO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRY. {NDEED, 
THERE'S STILL A LOT TO BE DOME, 
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